
 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Tours | Melanesia                                                                   www.rockjumperbirding.com 

 

 

 
 

Melanesia Secrets 

Solomon Islands and Vanuatu 

20
th

 to 31
st
 October 2017 (12 days) 

Trip Report 

 

White-headed Fruit Dove by Stephan Lorenz 

 

Trip report compiled by Tour Leader, Stephan Lorenz 

 

 

 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/melanesia
http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/


Trip Report – RBL Melanesia - Secrets 2017        2

 
 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Tours | Melanesia                                                                   www.rockjumperbirding.com 

Tour Summary 
 

Starting in the Solomon Islands and finishing in Vanuatu, the cruise explored some true secrets of 

Melanesia, including visits to incredibly remote islands that harbour many seldom-seen endemics. In 

total, we covered about 1,200 nautical miles, visited 11 islands with more than a dozen landings, and 

recorded 118 species of birds, with several rare species of bats also noted. At sea, we enjoyed several 

hours of excellent pelagic birding.  

 

The tour started on Guadalcanal, where we spent a 

morning in the classic birding spot of Mt Austen, 

gathering up a fine selection of widespread Solomon 

endemics, plus a Black-headed Myzomela – a 

Guadalcanal endemic. From here, we cruised north 

overnight to land on the rarely-visited and even more 

rarely birded San Jorge Island, where we caught up 

with the endemic Solomons Cuckooshrike and White-

billed Crow, both sought-after species. The following 

day, we landed on mysterious Malaita, which holds 

some of the most remote and inaccessible highland 

areas in the Solomons. We enjoyed a morning birding 

along an easily accessible logging track, where the 

very rare Red-vested Myzomela was the highlight of the morning. The island of Makira is home to 

several endemics, and we set forth finding a good number of them, with Makira Honeyeater, an 

endemic genus, especially memorable. 

 

The little-known Nendo Island in the northern Santa Cruz Islands harbours the bizarre Sanford’s 

White-eye, and we counted ourselves among the lucky few who have seen this bird after our morning’s 

birding session here. In true expedition style, the ship steamed north-west towards the far-flung Duff 

Islands, where we made a day visit on Tamauko (after pulling the Zodiacs to the landing at low tide). 

The bird diversity is low in these remote islands, but it is the best place to see Palm Lorikeets, which 

we enjoyed in small flocks at the edge of the village. A day on Vanikoro added several species more 

typical of Polynesia or islands further south; but the unique Vanikoro Monarch was the true highlight, 

especially after we had worked hard getting into good forest. 

 

We entered Vanuatu, our second country of the trip, at Vanua Lava, where a morning of birding 

around the village of Sola produced a few Vanuatu endemics that are difficult to find on other islands. 

Most notable were White-bellied Honeyeater and Vanuatu Imperial Pigeon. A visit to Santo and the 

large Vatthe Conservation area offered the 

highest diversity of birds in Vanuatu, and a 

nicely scoped Vanuatu Kingfisher was one of 

many highlights. Our last full day of the cruise 

included a stop on Ambrym Island, where we 

did not only witness the Rom dance, one of the 

cultural highlights of the trip, but also finally 

caught up with the endemic Tanna Fruit Dove 

for a fitting finish of the trip. From here, it was 

one more night of cruising to Port Vila on 

Efate, where the cruise ended. 
 

Nendo Flying Fox by Stephan Lorenz 

Duff Islands scenery by Stephan Lorenz 
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Tour in Detail 
 

The tour started in Honiara, the capital of the Solomon Islands, on the north-western coast of 

Guadalcanal. Participants arrived the day before the ship reached the harbour, readying themselves for 

a cruise to some of the most remote and secret islands of the South Pacific. 

 

Before leaving Guadalcanal, we all met at Mt 

Austen for a morning of productive birding, 

some of us having just finished the previous 

cruise; while others would enjoy their first 

morning of birding in Melanesia. We had another 

early start this morning, and after breakfast, we 

stood on the gangway at 5:00 am, ready to board 

the Zodiacs and head to Honiara. We arrived in 

the dark on the wharf and quickly loaded three 

vans to drive up to Mt Austin. At the top of the 

road, we started birding under cloudy skies, 

which kept temperatures very comfortable all 

morning. Walking down towards the river with our local guide, Samson, we soon recorded the first 

Solomons endemic in the form of a noisy Solomons Cockatoo that perched on a distant snag. A pair of 

Blyth's Hornbill offered a nice flyby, and several Red-knobbed Imperial Pigeons sat out in the early 

hours. A musical call got us onto a pair of endemic Yellow-bibbed Lories that were feeding in a tulip 

tree, and we would see additional lories throughout the morning. 

 

A small bird that shot in for good views turned out to be the only Black-headed Myzomela of the day, 

and was a welcome Guadalcanal endemic. Two viewpoints offered excellent opportunities to scan the 

distant treetops, and we soon found Brown-winged Starlings, Long-tailed Mynas, Barred and White-

bellied Cuckooshrikes, and Claret-breasted Fruit Doves. One of the real highlights of the morning was 

two pairs of Buff-headed Coucals that perched up long enough for lengthy scope studies – what a 

massive coucal! We hiked back up the hill along the wide track and continued past the vans to bird 

some of the grassy clearings at the top. Soon we heard a pair of Woodford's Rails; and after some 

manoeuvring and patient waiting, we had the pair 

cross the road, offering point-blank views – the 

definite highlight of the morning. We got into the 

vans again and drove down, with one final stop 

producing a close pair of Ultramarine Kingfishers 

that showed exceptionally well, ending a very 

productive first morning. In the afternoon, we 

boarded the ship and settled into our comfortable 

cabins before an official welcome aboard, 

followed by safety briefings. 

 

The next morning, before the Zodiac even reached 

the landing on San Jorge Island, we could see 

Solomons Cockatoos flying along the forested 

ridges, and we would tally two-dozen of these large parrots during the morning. In addition, we could 

hear the hoped-for White-billed Crows calling. We were welcomed by our local guide, Eddy, and 

walked past a small group of houses towards a logging road. We successfully lured in a White-billed 

South Pacific scenery by Stephan Lorenz 

Ultramarine Kingfisher pair by Stephan Lorenz 
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Crow that flew high above and alighted in a distant tree, offering excellent scope views of its oversized 

and light-coloured bill. We slowly worked our way up the steep track and finally found a calling 

Solomons Cuckooshrike that flew in close – a great bird to catch up with. The bird stayed put for 

several minutes, allowing us to enjoy every detail of this 

distinctive species. 

 

Flocks of Yellow-throated White-eyes and pairs of 

Long-tailed Mynas accompanied us as we reached the 

top of the hike and continued along flatter ground. Here, 

a pair of Metallic Pigeons flew over; while Claret-

breasted Fruit Doves and Red-knobbed Imperial 

Pigeons stayed put for scope views. We also found a 

surprising North Melanesian Cuckooshrike that landed 

close – a very rare, but welcome find at this low 

elevation. In the same spot, we caught up with 

Chestnut-bellied Monarch, a pair of nesting Variable 

Goshawks, a female Pacific Koel, Red-capped Myzomela, and Steel-blue Flycatcher before hiking 

back down, scoring a Grey-capped Cicadabird en route to the ship. A bit of pelagic birding in the 

afternoon produced sightings of Pomarine Jaeger, Brown and Black Noddies, and Sooty, Bridled and 

Common Terns. 

 

On little-visited Malaita, we arrived early in the morning at the landing and quickly boarded the bed of 

an open truck. Once we were all in position, with some sitting on the wooden floor and others standing 

and holding on, we commenced the bumpy ride up the steep gravel road. Momentarily, we thought our 

journey had come to an end when the truck struggled to cross a small stream and could not climb the 

slippery road on the far side, but some dirt thrown on the road and pushing by the local guides soon had 

us back on our way – expedition birding! Fortunately, we arrived at our birding site ten minutes later 

and began walking down a side track that branched off the cross-island road. 

 

Immediately, we heard the endemic Malaita White-

eye and a few seconds later spotted the first one, 

which flew into a tree directly above us and sang a 

surprisingly musical song. We saw a few more 

Malaita White-eyes during the morning, but the 

species was not common in the area. Midget 

Flowerpeckers, on the other hand, proved common, 

and we enjoyed several good views of this tiny 

bird, with males sporting a deep red chest patch. A 

bit further down the track, a suspicious call note 

had us stop and we soon called in a pair of Red-

vested Myzomelas – a very rare find. We saw the 

male briefly, with deep red offset by jet black, but 

the pair flew off. We located another female or 

juvenile myzomela later in the morning, and even obtained some scope views of this seldom-seen 

species. A small feeding flock nearby contained the endemic Solomons Monarch and Chestnut-bellied 

Monarch; while noisy Yellow-bibbed and Cardinal Lories raced through the canopy. 

 

Other additions to the trip list during the morning included fly-over views of Duchess Lorikeet, an 

Pomarine Jaeger by Stephan Lorenz 

Cardinal Lory by Stephan Lorenz 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/melanesia
http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/


Trip Report – RBL Melanesia - Secrets 2017        5

 
 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Tours | Melanesia                                                                   www.rockjumperbirding.com 

Oriental Hobby hunting dragonflies, Moustached Treeswift, and a pair of nest-building Barred 

Cuckooshrikes that offered lengthy scope studies. We walked back up the road and took a short break 

during the drive back, cooling our feet in a clear stream and resting in the shade while a busy Olive-

backed Sunbird constructed a hanging nest right overhead. We reached the landing at around 11:00 am 

and returned to the ship for a well-earned lunch. In the afternoon, we returned to land to visit a nearby 

village for a cultural performance, but did quite well 

with some casual birding around the village. Best of 

a bunch was a pair of Brown-winged Starlings – 

here, the distinctive white-eyed form – plus close 

views of Song Parrots and Pacific Kingfishers. 

 

After landing at the small village on Makira or San 

Cristobal Island (where a Cardinal Myzomela 

greeted us), we made our way past the neat houses 

onto a logging track that quickly turned into a 

narrow trail. During the early morning, it was very 

quiet, extremely humid, and the trail was muddy; 

but we pushed on into the thick secondary forest 

interspersed with more mature trees. Masuk, our local guide, told us that it had rained heavily all night 

and was likely an explanation for the near absence of birdsong. We continued uphill, systematically 

scanning the trees. Soon we saw our first Makira endemic, the bizarre looking Makira Honeyeater (an 

endemic genus Meliarchus), which sat out in an open tree, apparently drying out, and offering lengthy 

scope views. Slowly, the birds were waking up. A flowering tree held scores of the endemic Sooty 

Myzomela, but only one bird came close for good views. 

 

In a more open area, we found a pair of responsive White-headed Fruit Doves, and this stunning 

Makira endemic sat out in the open for as long as we wanted – one of the highlights of the morning. 

The widespread Yellow-bibbed Fruit Dove also showed well nearby. We climbed up a steep trail in 

search of a calling Chestnut-bellied Imperial Pigeon, but the bird was too far off, and we only managed 

brief flight views later in the morning. The cute, endemic Mottled Flowerpecker proved to be quite 

tricky, with birds calling high in the canopy 

unseen. Again, persistence paid off and each 

person eventually got good views of these tiny 

birds. With only a few minutes left, we walked up 

to some fruiting trees near the village and found 

Island and Red-knobbed Imperial Pigeons side by 

side. The afternoon was spent at sea, and diligent 

watching got us the first Short-tailed Shearwater 

of the trip, many Wedge-tailed Shearwaters, a 

distant Wilson's Storm Petrel, and late in the day 

a single Tahiti Petrel that investigated the ship. 

During the night, we continued towards mystical 

Nendo in the Santa Cruz Islands. 

 

After we enjoyed the early morning hour on deck 

studying the numerous terns, which included 

Sooty, Bridled, Greater Crested and Common, we had a leisurely breakfast. We landed on Nendo 

around mid-morning for a walk along the coast and into some good forest towards a small cave. At 

Pacific Kingfisher by Stephan Lorenz 

Island and Red-knobbed Imperial Pigeons by 

Stephan Lorenz 
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first, it was very quiet, and we only recorded a single Cardinal Myzomela that showed briefly, but we 

pushed on and eventually found a small clearing in good forest that harboured some bird activity. First, 

we located a pair of Temotu Whistlers for brief, but good views, and finally a white-eye was singing. It 

took some time, but a Santa Cruz White-eye revealed itself to all, flying into the same tree right in front 

of us several times. The pair of whistlers also came into the same tree, feeding on small fruits; and 

moments later, a Sanford's White-eye passed through. 

The views were brief, but luckily the same bird returned 

for better views a few minutes later. The Sanford's 

White-eye is truly a unique white-eye, with its brown 

plumage and large size. To top things off, a Red-bellied 

Fruit Dove flew in to feed on the same fruit, finishing a 

successful morning. 

 

After lunch, we returned to Nendo and boarded open 

trucks for the hour-long drive to the village of Noipe, 

where we were welcomed with several dances and 

delicious coconuts. We spent the last hour of our visit 

walking into some forest near the village, obtaining 

excellent views of a pair of Santa Cruz White-eyes carrying food, flight views of Pacific Imperial 

Pigeons, scoped Red-bellied Fruit Dove, and the final bird of the day, a single Rusty-winged Starling 

perched in a dead tree. The trucks took us back down to the coast and we bid farewell to this 

fascinating island. 

 

The tide delayed our landing on Taumako in the Duff Islands; but after lunch, we were able to start the 

Zodiacs and head towards the shore. This would be the most far-flung destination of the trip, and we 

had to earn our landing since we had to pull the Zodiacs through shallow areas for quite a distance. Due 

to the remoteness of these islands, the bird diversity is relatively low, but it is one of the best places in 

the world to see the range-restricted Palm Lorikeet. After the greetings and dances had finished, it 

didn't take us too long before we had the small Palm Lorikeet in the scope. The species proved to be 

numerous, offering many excellent views.  

 

We also saw many Cardinal Myzomelas, a few Ruddy 

Turnstones on the beach, a calling Wandering Tattler, 

and Pacific Kingfishers. Before returning to the ship, 

we stopped in a small village on an artificial island to 

admire the Tepukei (a traditional seafaring vessel) that 

was being built by the elder chiefs and the younger 

generation in order to keep the knowledge alive. The 

day finished with the Zodiacs cruising back towards the 

ship during a dramatic sunset – another brilliant day of 

birding and culture in the South Pacific. 

 

This would be our last island in the Solomons, and we 

planned to make the best of it, starting at 6:30 am on the 

gangway for the short Zodiac ride to the village of Usili. Vanikoro is home to two little-known 

endemics, and we set out to search for them. After meeting our local guide, Melford, we walked out of 

the village along the beautiful beach towards a small patch of tall forest and healthy mangroves. Here 

we found the first Melanesian Whistler of the morning – a species that was very common on Vanikoro 

Santa Cruz White-eye by Stephan Lorenz 

Palm Lorikeets by Stephan Lorenz 
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– and a few moments later, a displaying pair of Vanikoro Flycatchers in the mangroves. We walked 

back to the village, and after quizzing our local guides about good patches of forest, we continued 

towards the hills beyond the houses. The path quickly turned muddy, then wet, and then both, but we 

pushed on. Reaching a good trail again, after the difficult stretch. Here we carefully checked the larger 

trees and found Rufous Fantail and more Melanesian Whistlers. Pausing in a promising looking area of 

ancient, towering trees, we finally found a Vanikoro Monarch – this small slate-grey monarch was 

bouncing around in the high canopy. After a bit of manoeuvring on our part, and following the vocal 

bird, we ended up with excellent views of a pair – one 

of the highlights of the morning. After slogging back 

to the village, we searched far and wide for the 

endemic white-eye, but could not find it, although 

other members of the expedition saw some and we 

heard it call once. In the afternoon, we added Pacific 

Emerald Doves to the trip list. 

 

Van Lava was a pleasure to visit, with high bird 

activity and easy terrain, plus a few surprises. We left 

the ship after lunch, once customs clearance into 

Vanuatu had been obtained. As soon as we landed in 

the village of Sola, we could hear White-bellied 

Honeyeaters calling, a species that occurs at higher elevations on other islands, but is pleasantly 

common down to sea level on Vanua Lava. It didn't take long for us to get excellent views of this 

distinct, endemic honeyeater. We joined our local guide, Eddy, and started to walk towards the main 

village, finding flocks of Vanuatu White-eyes and Long-tailed Trillers along the way. We followed a 

narrow path into secondary forest and flushed a large, dark imperial pigeon, which was the rarely-

recorded Vanuatu Imperial Pigeon. Continuing towards a fruiting tree our guide knew, we located 

several Pacific Imperial Pigeons and Metallic Pigeons for lengthy scopes studies. We searched far and 

wide for Fruit Doves, hearing a Buff-banded Rail calling from tall grass and finding many Red-bellied 

Fruit Doves, but no hoped-for Tanna Fruit Doves. Checking a tree behind some buildings, we stumbled 

upon a perched Vanuatu Imperial Pigeon that sat long enough for everybody to get good views – the 

rarest find of the day for sure. Overall, it was a pleasant afternoon with easy terrain compared to the 

day before. 

 

We landed at daybreak on Champagne Beach, and Melanesian Whistlers kicked off the dawn chorus. 

Ten minutes later, we loaded three trucks and drove to the Vatthe Conservation Area. The thirty-minute 

drive followed a good paved road first, before 

turning down a gravel road that wound through 

coconut plantations and pastures. As the track 

swung up to a high point, we could see the 

extensive protected lowland forest below. After 

arrival and meeting our local trail guide, we 

walked into the mature rainforest with some of 

the tallest and oldest trees we had seen during 

the trip. During the cool early morning, we 

quickly located active Streaked Fantails, had 

excellent views of at least two endemic Buff-

bellied Monarchs, and after some effort, ended 

with great views of the endemic Vanuatu 
Sunset Duff Islands by Stephan Lorenz 

Cardinal Myzomela by Stephan Lorenz 
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Kingfisher that called from high in the canopy. 

 

We were also looking for several regional endemic species, and enjoyed a very cooperative Southern 

Shrikebill that sang in full view; while Melanesian Flycatchers were only briefly seen high in the 

canopy, and shy Island Thrushes (ssp. vanikorensis) peeked from the undergrowth. Unfortunately, the 

shy Vanuatu Megapode was only heard distantly, although we were able to see one of their distinctive 

nest mounds. Returning to the road, we found several fruiting trees that held Pacific Imperial Pigeons, 

Red-bellied Fruit Doves, fly over Mackinlay's Cuckoo-Doves, Long-tailed Trillers, Vanuatu White-

eyes, and Silvereyes. A flighty South Melanesian 

Cuckooshrike that zipped through the canopy rounded 

out the bird list for the morning. At 11:00 am, we got 

back into the truck and drove towards Oyster Island 

and our pick up point, where Red-bellied Fruit Doves 

were especially confiding. During the afternoon tour of 

the Million Dollar Point and Lorengau, we noticed 

good numbers of Cardinal Myzomelas.  

 

We enjoyed a leisurely start this morning and after a 

full breakfast at 7:00 am, we touched the black sand of 

Ambrym Island just before 8:00 am. It was about an 

hour-long walk to the village above the coast, where 

we would witness the unique Rom dance of Ambrym. 

The secondary forest along the track was full of birds, and we quickly added Dark-brown Honeyeater, 

Fan-tailed Gerygone, and Shining Bronze Cuckoo to the trip list. During the hike up to the village, we 

noticed a promising fruiting tree and saw a suspicious fruit dove fly in. So on the way back, we staked 

out the area and promptly found half-a-dozen Tanna Fruit Doves, of which several allowed great scope 

studies. Red-bellied Fruit Doves and Pacific Imperial Pigeons were also in the area, finishing an 

exciting and productive last day.  

 

The tour concluded in Port Vila, where Common Mynas and House Sparrows greeted us at the dock. 

We dispersed to our respective hotels and flight arrangements, starting the long journey home with 

many rare endemics on our lists and lots of memories. Thank you for an exciting and very enjoyable 

journey through some of the most remote islands of the South Pacific. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Annotated List of species recorded 

Note: Number in brackets ( ) indicate number of days on the tour the species was recorded. 

List powered through the report generator of our partner iGoTerra. 

 

Visited locations Ambrym Island, Mt. Austen, San Jorge Island, Malaita Island Road, Makira 

I, Nendo, Taumako Duff Islands, Vanikoro Island, Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba Province, Vatthe 

Conservation Area. 

 

Birds (118 in total: 113 seen, 5 heard) 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2017. IOC World Bird List (v 7.3). 

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

Juvenile Long-tailed Triller by Stephan Lorenz 
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IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the 

Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

Megapodes Megapodiidae 

Melanesian Megapode - E  Megapodius eremita 

(2) 2 heard Mt. Austen 21.10 and 2 heard Makira I 24.10. 

Heard only along the road at Mt. Austen and distantly on Makira Island. 

Vanuatu Megapode (VU) - E  Megapodius layardi 

(1) 1 heard Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

Heard only, but we saw a nest mound in the Vatthe Conservation Area on Santo. 

 

Pheasants, Grouse, and Allies Phasianidae 

Red Junglefowl   Gallus gallus 

(1) 10 heard Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

This introduced species seems to be doing well in the  Vatthe Conservation Area on Santo where we 

heard many. 

 

Austral Storm Petrels Oceanitidae 

Wilson's Storm Petrel   Oceanites oceanicus 

(1) 1 en route 24.10. 

Only one seen as it came alongside the ship. 

 

Shearwaters and Petrels Procellariidae 

Tahiti Petrel (NT)  Pseudobulweria rostrata trouessarti 

(1) 1 en route 24.10. 

Late in the evening one flew right in front of the ship for great close views. 

Wedge-tailed Shearwater   Ardenna pacifica 

(4) 4 en route 30.10, 2 en route 23.10, 15 en route 24.10 and 10 en route 28.10. 

The most common tubenose of the trip. The most common tubenose at sea. 

Short-tailed Shearwater   Ardenna tenuirostris 

(4) 2 en route 24.10 and up to 15 en route 27-29.10. 

Seen regularly during the second half of the trip. A few small flocks noted at sea. 

 

Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns Ardeidae 

Pacific Reef Heron   Egretta sacra sacra 

(1) 1 Makira I 24.10. 

Low count. 

 

Frigatebirds Fregatidae 

Lesser Frigatebird   Fregata ariel ariel 

(2) 2 San Jorge Island 22.10 and 20 en route 24.10. 

At sea. 

 

Boobies and Gannets Sulidae 
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Red-footed Booby   Sula sula rubripes 

(1) 4 en route 28.10. 

At sea. 

Brown Booby   Sula leucogaster plotus 

(2) 1 Taumako Duff Islands 26.10 and 4 en route 28.10. 

Just a few at sea. 

 

Hawks, Eagles, and Kites Accipitridae 

Variable Goshawk   Accipiter hiogaster 

(1) 2 San Jorge Island 22.10. 

A pair seen very well near an active nest. 

 malaitae:  

(1) 1 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

Pied Goshawk - E  Accipiter albogularis woodfordi 

(1) 1 Mt. Austen 21.10. 

Brief flight views for some as it zipped across the trail. 

Brahminy Kite   Haliastur indus flavirostris 

(3) 2 Mt. Austen 21.10, 6 Malaita Island Road 23.10 and 2 Makira I 24.10. 

Widespread and common. 

Sanford's Sea Eagle (VU) - E  Haliaeetus sanfordi 

(1) 1 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

Seen distantly on the main road of Malaita. 

 

Rails, Gallinules, and Coots Rallidae 

Woodford's Rail (NT) - E  Nesoclopeus woodfordi woodfordi 

(1) 2 Mt. Austen 21.10. 

Great views as a pair crossed the road. 

Buff-banded Rail   Gallirallus philippensis sethsmithi 

(1) 1 heard Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba Province 28.10. 

Heard only in tall grass on Vanua Lava. 

Australasian Swamphen   Porphyrio melanotus samoensis 

(1) 1 Vanikoro Island 27.10. 

Excellent views in a swampy area on Vanikoro. 

 

Plovers and Lapwings Charadriidae 

Pacific Golden Plover   Pluvialis fulva 

(2) 2 Nendo 25.10 and 1 Vanikoro Island 27.10. 

Occasional wintering birds noted. 

 

Sandpipers and Allies Scolopacidae 

Whimbrel   Numenius phaeopus variegatus 

(2) 1 Taumako Duff Islands 26.10 and 15 Vanikoro Island 27.10. 

Many at La Perouse's Monument off Vanikoro. 

Ruddy Turnstone   Arenaria interpres interpres 
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(2) 3 Taumako Duff Islands 26.10 and 6 Vanikoro Island 27.10. 

Widespread. 

Wandering Tattler   Tringa incana 

(2) 1 Taumako Duff Islands 26.10 and 2 Vanikoro Island 27.10. 

A vocal bird on the beach at Tamauko in the Duff Islands and heard among the shorebird roost at La 

Perouse's Monument. 

Grey-tailed Tattler (NT)  Tringa brevipes 

(1) 8 Vanikoro Island 27.10. 

Many at La Perouse's Monument. 

 

Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers Laridae 

Brown Noddy   Anous stolidus pileatus 

(2) 100 en route 22.10 and 50 en route 23.10. 

Common at sea with good concentrations noted. 

Black Noddy   Anous minutus minutus 

(2) 50 en route 22.10 and 10 en route 23.10. 

Fairly common at sea. 

Greater Crested Tern   Thalasseus bergii cristatus 

(5) 1 Ambrym Island 30.10, 10 en route 22.10, 1 en route 23.10, 4 en route 25.10 and 1 Taumako Duff 

Islands 26.10. 

Widespread. 

Bridled Tern   Onychoprion anaethetus anaethetus 

(3) 5 en route 22.10, 1 en route 23.10 and 2 en route 25.10. 

Widespread at sea. 

Sooty Tern   Onychoprion fuscatus serratus 

(2) 6 en route 22.10 and 10 en route 25.10. 

Fairly widespread at sea. 

Common Tern   Sterna hirundo longipennis 

(2) 5 en route 22.10 and 6 en route 25.10. 

Widespread. 

 

Skuas and Jaegers Stercorariidae 

Pomarine Jaeger   Stercorarius pomarinus 

(1) 1 San Jorge Island 22.10. 

One at sea. 

 

Pigeons and Doves Columbidae 

Metallic Pigeon   Columba vitiensis 

(1) 2 San Jorge Island 22.10. 

Flight views on San Jorge Island and many perched on Vanua Lava for extended scope studies. 

 leopoldi:  

(1) 6 Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba Province 28.10. 

MacKinlay's Cuckoo-Dove - NE  Macropygia mackinlayi mackinlayi 

(3) 1 Nendo 25.10, 2 Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba Province 28.10 and 2 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 
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In flight and briefly perched, surprisingly low counts. 

Pacific Emerald Dove   Chalcophaps longirostris sandwichensis 

(4) 1 Ambrym Island 30.10, 2 Vanikoro Island 27.10, 4 Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba Province 28.10 and 5 

Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

Best seen on Vanua Lava where they foraged on the paths. 

Stephan's Emerald Dove   Chalcophaps stephani mortoni 

(2) 1 Malaita Island Road 23.10 and 1 Makira I 24.10. 

Flight views. 

Tanna Fruit Dove - E  Ptilinopus tannensis 

(1) 5 Ambrym Island 30.10. 

Red-bellied Fruit Dove - NE  Ptilinopus greyi 

(5) 2 Ambrym Island 30.10, 2 Nendo 25.10, 2 Vanikoro Island 27.10, 5 Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba 

Province 28.10 and 8 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

Excellent scope studies on Vanua Lava and seen well at the Zodiac landing on Santo where some 

perched at eye level. 

Yellow-bibbed Fruit Dove   Ptilinopus solomonensis solomonensis 

(1) 2 Makira I 24.10. 

Obscured perched views and flight views at the farthest point during the walk on Makira Island. 

Claret-breasted Fruit Dove   Ptilinopus viridis lewisii 

(3) 2 Mt. Austen 21.10, 2 San Jorge Island 22.10 and 2 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

Many excellent views of this stunning Fruit Dove. 

White-headed Fruit Dove (NT) - E  Ptilinopus eugeniae 

(1) 3 Makira I 24.10. 

This rare endemic was one of the trip highlights with a pair scoped at length. 

Pacific Imperial Pigeon   Ducula pacifica pacifica 

(5) 4 Ambrym Island 30.10, 10 Nendo 25.10, 8 Vanikoro Island 27.10, 2 Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba 

Province 28.10 and 6 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

Common. 

Red-knobbed Imperial Pigeon (NT) - NE  Ducula rubricera rufigula 

(3) 2 Mt. Austen 21.10, 10 San Jorge Island 22.10 and 2 Makira I 24.10. 

Fairly common in the Solomon Islands. 

Island Imperial Pigeon   Ducula pistrinaria pistrinaria 

(1) 4 Makira I 24.10. 

Seen well in fruiting tree on Makira. 

Chestnut-bellied Imperial Pigeon (VU) - NE  Ducula brenchleyi 

(1) 2 Makira I 24.10. 

One heard very well and two seen briefly in flight on Makira. 

Vanuatu Imperial Pigeon (VU) - E  Ducula bakeri 

(1) 1 Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba Province 28.10. 

An excellent bird to find at sea level on Vanua Lava where we found one for close views in a fruiting 

tree. 

 

Cuckoos Cuculidae 

Buff-headed Coucal - E  Centropus milo milo 
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(1) 4+2 heard Mt. Austen 21.10. 

Two calling pairs scoped at Mt. Austen and only heard on Kolombangara. 

Pacific Koel   Eudynamys orientalis alberti 

(1) 1 San Jorge Island 22.10. 

Brief views of female plumaged birds. 

Shining Bronze Cuckoo   Chrysococcyx lucidus layardi 

(1) 1 Ambrym Island 30.10. 

Heard by all and seen briefly on Vanua Lava. 

 

Treeswifts Hemiprocnidae 

Moustached Treeswift   Hemiprocne mystacea woodfordiana 

(1) 1 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

Excellent studies in the scope. 

 

Swifts Apodidae 

Glossy Swiftlet   Collocalia esculenta 

(4) 2 Mt. Austen 21.10, 2 Malaita Island Road 23.10, 1 Taumako Duff Islands 26.10 and 2 Vanikoro 

Island 27.10. 

Widespread with several subspecies noted. 

 makirensis:  

(1) 2 Makira I 24.10. 

Satin Swiftlet   Collocalia uropygialis uropygialis 

(3) 4 Ambrym Island 30.10, 4 Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba Province 28.10 and 4 Vatthe Conservation Area 

29.10. 

Common. 

White-rumped Swiftlet   Aerodramus spodiopygius 

(1) 4 Taumako Duff Islands 26.10. 

Widespread with several subspecies noted. 

White-rumped Swiftlet   Aerodramus spodiopygius desolatus 

(1) 8 Nendo 25.10. 

Uniform Swiftlet   Aerodramus vanikorensis 

(1) 20 Mt. Austen 21.10. 

Widespread. 

 vanikorensis:  

(2) 2 Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba Province 28.10 and 10 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

 

Rollers Coraciidae 

Oriental Dollarbird   Eurystomus orientalis solomonensis 

(2) 1 San Jorge Island 22.10 and 2 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

Common. 

 

Kingfishers Alcedinidae 

Ultramarine Kingfisher - E  Todiramphus leucopygius 

(1) 2 Mt. Austen 21.10. 
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Excellent views of a responsive pair. 

Vanuatu Kingfisher (NT) - E  Todiramphus farquhari 

(1) 2 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

Scope views of one high in the canopy in the Vatthe Conservation Area on Santo. 

Pacific Kingfisher   Todiramphus sacer 

(1) 2 Ambrym Island 30.10. 

 santoensis:  

(2) 2 Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba Province 28.10 and 1 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

 mala:  

(1) 2 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

Widespread with several subspecies noted. 

 solomonis:  

(1) 2 Makira I 24.10. 

 vicina:  

(1) 4 Taumako Duff Islands 26.10. 

 ornatus:  

(1) 2 Nendo 25.10. 

 melanodera:  

(1) 4 Vanikoro Island 27.10. 

 

Hornbills Bucerotidae 

Blyth's Hornbill   Rhyticeros plicatus 

(1) 2 Mt. Austen 21.10. 

Good flight views. 

 

Cockatoos Cacatuidae 

Solomons Cockatoo - E  Cacatua ducorpsii 

(3) 4 Mt. Austen 21.10, 16 San Jorge Island 22.10 and 2 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

Widespread with many sightings. 

 

Old World Parrots Psittaculidae 

Finsch's Pygmy Parrot - NE  Micropsitta finschii nanina 

(1) 1 San Jorge Island 22.10. 

Brief flight views. 

Eclectus Parrot   Eclectus roratus solomonensis 

(1) 2 Mt. Austen 21.10. 

Good views at Mt. Austen. 

Song Parrot - NE  Geoffroyus heteroclitus heteroclitus 

(1) 2 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

Excellent close studies in the village during our afternoon visit on Malaita. 

Palm Lorikeet (VU) - NE  Charmosyna palmarum 

(1) 12 Taumako Duff Islands 26.10. 

This species can be difficult to find except in the Duff Islands where it was common around the village 

with many excellent, close views. 

Duchess Lorikeet (NT) - E  Charmosyna margarethae 
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(2) 2 Malaita Island Road 23.10 and 1 Makira I 24.10. 

Flight views on Malaita. 

Yellow-bibbed Lory - E  Lorius chlorocercus 

(3) 4 Mt. Austen 21.10, 6 Malaita Island Road 23.10 and 4 Makira I 24.10. 

Great scope views of this wonderful, endemic parrot at Mt. Austen with more seen later in the trip. 

Cardinal Lory - NE  Pseudeos cardinalis 

(2) 12 San Jorge Island 22.10 and 10 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

Common. 

Coconut Lorikeet   Trichoglossus haematodus massena 

(6) 8 Ambrym Island 30.10, 4 Malaita Island Road 23.10, 6 Nendo 25.10, 4 Vanikoro Island 27.10, 2 

Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba Province 28.10 and 4 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

Common. 

 

Honeyeaters Meliphagidae 

Cardinal Myzomela - NE  Myzomela cardinalis 

(2) 10 Taumako Duff Islands 26.10 and 15 Vanikoro Island 27.10. 

Common and widespread with several subspecies noted. This species is used to make the famous red 

feather money in the Santa Cruz Islands. 

 pulcherrima:  

(1) 1 Makira I 24.10. 

 sanctaecrucis:  

(1) 1 Nendo 25.10. 

 tenuis:  

(2) 4 Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba Province 28.10 and 6 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

Red-capped Myzomela - E  Myzomela lafargei 

(1) 1 San Jorge Island 22.10. 

Brief views on San Jorge. 

Red-vested Myzomela (NT) - E  Myzomela malaitae 

(1) 3 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

One of the rarest finds of the trip was this uncommon Malaita endemic and we enjoyed views of a pair 

followed by scope studies of a juvenile. 

Black-headed Myzomela - E  Myzomela melanocephala 

(1) 1 Mt. Austen 21.10. 

Brief but good views at Mt. Austen of this Guadalcanal endemic. 

Sooty Myzomela - E  Myzomela tristrami 

(1) 10 Makira I 24.10. 

Common on Makira where it is an island endemic. 

Grey-eared Honeyeater - NE  Lichmera incana griseoviridis 

(1) 8 Ambrym Island 30.10. 

Common on Ambrym, also called Dark-brown Honeyeater. 

Makira Honeyeater - E  Meliarchus sclateri 

(1) 2 Makira I 24.10. 

Finally, they started to call and show themselves as the morning warmed after a night of heavy rain, this 

is an endemic genus. 

White-bellied Honeyeater - E  Glycifohia notabilis superciliaris 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/melanesia
http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/


Trip Report – RBL Melanesia - Secrets 2017        16

 
 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Tours | Melanesia                                                                   www.rockjumperbirding.com 

(1) 8 Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba Province 28.10. 

This species is usually found at higher elevations, except on Vanua Lava where it occurs commonly at 

sea level and can be found throughout the village of Sola where we enjoyed many close views. 

 

Thornbills and Allies Acanthizidae 

Fan-tailed Gerygone - NE  Gerygone flavolateralis correiae 

(1) 1 Ambrym Island 30.10. 

A calling bird seen on Vanua Lava. 

 

Woodswallows, butcherbirds and allies Artamidae 

White-breasted Woodswallow   Artamus leucorynchus tenuis 

(1) 6 Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba Province 28.10. 

Seen perched in the casuarina trees on Vanua Lava. 

 

Cuckoo-shrikes Campephagidae 

South Melanesian Cuckooshrike - NE  Coracina caledonica thilenii 

(1) 2 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

Brief views of a bird flying through tall forest in the Vatthe Conservation Area on Santo. 

North Melanesian Cuckooshrike - E  Coracina welchmani welchmani 

(1) 2 San Jorge Island 22.10. 

One of the surprises of the trip was recording this uncommon species at low elevation on San Jorge, but 

with the excellent views we enjoyed, it was a welcome addition. 

Barred Cuckooshrike   Coracina lineata 

(1) 2 Mt. Austen 21.10. 

Widespread. 

 malaitae:  

(1) 2 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

White-bellied Cuckooshrike   Coracina papuensis elegans 

(3) 2 Mt. Austen 21.10, 1 San Jorge Island 22.10 and 4 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

Widespread. 

Grey-capped Cicadabird - NE  Coracina remota saturatior 

(1) 1 San Jorge Island 22.10. 

Great scope views of a vocal bird on San Jorge. 

Solomons Cuckooshrike (NT) - E  Coracina holopolia holopolia 

(1) 1 San Jorge Island 22.10. 

After searching for this species on many other islands we saw it finally well when a responsive bird flew 

into the tree right next to us. 

Polynesian Triller   Lalage maculosa vanikorensis 

(1) 1 Vanikoro Island 27.10. 

Only brief views on Vanikoro. 

Long-tailed Triller   Lalage leucopyga albiloris 

(2) 4 Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba Province 28.10 and 2 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

 

Whistlers and Allies Pachycephalidae 
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Melanesian Whistler - NE  Pachycephala chlorura intacta 

(2) 6 Vanikoro Island 27.10 and 2+28 heard Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

Numerous, especially on Santo. 

Temotu Whistler - E  Pachycephala vanikorensis vanikorensis 

(1) 2 Nendo 25.10. 

Good views of a pair as we worked our way through some good forest the morning on Nendo. 

 

Fantails Rhipiduridae 

Willie Wagtail   Rhipidura leucophrys melaleuca 

(2) 1 Malaita Island Road 23.10 and 2 Makira I 24.10. 

Common and widespread. 

Grey Fantail   Rhipidura albiscapa brenchleyi 

(2) 1 Ambrym Island 30.10 and 2 Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba Province 28.10. 

Good views on Vanua Lava. 

Streaked Fantail - NE  Rhipidura verreauxi spilodera 

(2) 2 Ambrym Island 30.10 and 2 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

Excellent views of this active fantail in the Vatthe Conservation Area on Santo. 

 

Monarch Flycatchers Monarchidae 

Vanikoro Monarch (NT) - E  Mayrornis schistaceus 

(1) 2 Vanikoro Island 27.10. 

It took some effort, including the crossing of a small swamp, before we found decent forest and finally a 

pair of these distinctive, canopy-loving monarchs, well worth the sweat. 

Buff-bellied Monarch - E  Neolalage banksiana 

(1) 2 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

One of the highlights of our visit to the Vatthe Conservation Area on Santo was this distinctive endemic 

and we all ended up with good views. 

Southern Shrikebill - NE  Clytorhynchus pachycephaloides grisescens 

(1) 1 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

A vocal bird came close in the Vatthe Conservation Area on Santo for point blank views. 

Solomons Monarch - E  Symposiachrus barbatus malaitae 

(1) 2 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

Good views. 

Chestnut-bellied Monarch - E  Monarcha castaneiventris 

(2) 1 San Jorge Island 22.10 and 2 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

Widespread. 

 megarhynchus:  

(1) 2 Makira I 24.10. 

Steel-blue Flycatcher - E  Myiagra ferrocyanea 

(2) 4 Mt. Austen 21.10 and 2 San Jorge Island 22.10. 

Excellent views in several locations. 

 malaitae:  

(1) 1 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

Melanesian Flycatcher - NE  Myiagra caledonica marinae 

(1) 2 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 
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High in the canopy in the Vatthe Conservation Area on Santo. 

Vanikoro Flycatcher   Myiagra vanikorensis vanikorensis 

(1) 4 Vanikoro Island 27.10. 

Common on Vanikoro where we enjoyed a displaying pair in the mangroves. 

 

Crows, Jays, and Magpies Corvidae 

White-billed Crow - E  Corvus woodfordi 

(1) 5 San Jorge Island 22.10. 

Fairly common on San Jorge where we obtained several scope studies of this unmistakable corvid. 

 

Swallows Hirundinidae 

Pacific Swallow   Hirundo tahitica subfusca 

(3) 4 Makira I 24.10, 1 Nendo 25.10 and 1 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

Common. 

 

Yuhinas, White-eyes, and Allies Zosteropidae 

Sanford's White-eye (NT) -E  Woodfordia lacertosa 

(1) 1 Nendo 25.10. 

One of these strange looking white-eyes passed through the fruiting tree we staked out in a small 

clearing during our morning on Nendo. 

Yellow-throated White-eye - E  Zosterops metcalfii 

(1) 10 San Jorge Island 22.10. 

Common. 

Malaita White-eye - E  Zosterops stresemanni 

(1) 4 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

We first heard the very musical song and then tracked down a few along the side road on Malaita. 

Santa Cruz White-eye - E  Zosterops sanctaecrucis 

(1) 3 Nendo 25.10. 

First, we found a singing bird in the morning in the small clearing we had staked out and in the 

afternoon found a pair which appeared to be carrying food to an unseen nest. 

Vanikoro White-eye - E  Zosterops gibbsi 

(1) 1 heard Vanikoro Island 27.10. 

Heard only although seen briefly by other expedition participants. 

Vanuatu White-eye - E  Zosterops flavifrons 

(3) 4 Ambrym Island 30.10, 15 Sola, Vanua Lava, Torba Province 28.10 and 6 Vatthe Conservation 

Area 29.10. 

Common. 

Silvereye   Zosterops lateralis 

(2) 4 Ambrym Island 30.10 and 4 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

Fairly common. 

 

Starlings Sturnidae 

Metallic Starling   Aplonis metallica nitida 

(2) 25 Malaita Island Road 23.10 and 5 Makira I 24.10. 
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Common and widespread. 

Singing Starling   Aplonis cantoroides 

(1) 2 San Jorge Island 22.10. 

Brown-winged Starling - NE  Aplonis grandis 

(1) 2 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

We enjoyed excellent views of the Malaita subspecies with the distinctive white eyes right in the village 

during our afternoon excursion. 

 macrura:  

(1) 10 Mt. Austen 21.10. 

Common. 

Rusty-winged Starling (NT) - E  Aplonis zelandica maxwellii 

(1) 1 Nendo 25.10. 

This rarity was scoped distantly on Nendo right as we were down to the final minute of birding, an 

excellent find! 

Long-tailed Myna   Mino kreffti sanfordi 

(3) 4 Mt. Austen 21.10, 8 San Jorge Island 22.10 and 8 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

Common and widespread. 

Common Myna   Acridotheres tristis tristis 

(3) 4 Mt. Austen 21.10 and 4 en route 29.10. 

We noted this introduced species on Santo and in Port Vila on Efate. 

 

Thrushes and Allies Turdidae 

Island Thrush   Turdus poliocephalus vanikorensis 

(1) 3 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

This skulker showed to a few of us in the Vatthe Conservation Area on Santo. 

 

Flowerpeckers Dicaeidae 

Midget Flowerpecker - E  Dicaeum aeneum 

(1) 10 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

A colourful endemic that was pleasantly common. 

 becki:  

(2) 2 Mt. Austen 21.10 and 2 San Jorge Island 22.10. 

Mottled Flowerpecker - E  Dicaeum tristrami 

(1) 2 Makira I 24.10. 

It took a bit of time and patience, but eventually, we found two and everyone ended up with excellent 

views of this endemic. 

 

Sunbirds and Spiderhunters Nectariniidae 

Olive-backed Sunbird   Cinnyris jugularis flavigastra 

(3) 2 Mt. Austen 21.10, 2 San Jorge Island 22.10 and 4 Malaita Island Road 23.10. 

Widespread and common. 

 

Old World Sparrows Passeridae 

House Sparrow   Passer domesticus 

Observed 1 day in total. 
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Port Vila. 

 

Waxbills and Allies Estrildidae 

Chestnut Munia   Lonchura atricapilla 

(1) 2 en route 29.10. 

A few of this introduced species seen along the roadside en route to the Blue Hole during the afternoon 

on Santo. 

 

Mammals (6 in total: 6 seen) 

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the 

Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

Dugong, Stellar Sea Cow Dugongidae 

Dugong   Dugong dugon 

(1) 2 Ambrym Island 30.10. 

Some saw this species while snorkelling off Ambrym. 

 

Oceanic Dolphins Delphinidae 

Spinner Dolphin   Stenella longirostris 

Observed 1 day in total. 

 

Old World Fruit Bats Pteropodidae 

Vanuatu Flying Fox   Pteropus anetianus 

(1) 2 Vatthe Conservation Area 29.10. 

Temotu Flying Fox   Pteropus nitendiensis 

(1) 1 Nendo 25.10. 

Pacific Flying Fox   Pteropus tonganus 

Observed 4 days in total. 

Vanikoro Flying Fox   Pteropus tuberculatus 

(1) 1 Vanikoro Island 27.10. 
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